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    WORKSHOPS AT THE GEM – Saturday, April 10th, 2010

Organised by Gemco Players as part of the PAVE Festival 

The GALA PERFORMANCE - featuring workshop presenters,   participants and others - at 7.30, will be an event not to be missed.

Read on for full details about workshops and a booking form.
Michael Connell  - Stand-up Comedy
To participate in one of Michael’s workshops you need to be secondary school age or older. He would like you to bring along a four minute comedy routine which he will workshop with you.
Michael Connell began getting laughs at the age of three in his back yard with the Hills Hoist acting as stage and curtain, and he hasn’t stopped performing since.

At the age of thirteen Michael added juggling to his already extensive talents and spent several years busking and touring with various small circuses, then in January 2000 Michael tried his hand at stand up for the first time at the legendary Star and Garter Hotel, and he hasn’t looked back.

Michael has won several comedy competitions such as the TREV Campus Comedy Competition, (an annual event which searches for the funniest university student), and the Melbourne Comedy Festival’s Class Clowns Competition (in which he won second place at the national grand final).

Over the years Michael has had great success within the Comedy Industry. He has performed several shows in the Melbourne International Comedy Festival. He has performed to capacity crowds at both the Melbourne Town Hall and Her Majesty’s Theatre, during a half time show at Telstra Dome, appeared on television and radio and regularly gigs at some of the best comedy clubs around Australia.

Michael has performed in the NZ Comedy Festival in Auckland and toured the North Island of New Zealand. He regularly travels to perform in various places around Australia and has performed in Hobart, Canberra, Brisbane, Sydney, and all over Victoria from Warnambool and Elmore to Geelong and Bendigo.

 Thanks to his all-encompassing and non-offensive style of comedy, Michael is regularly in demand. Community organisations, high schools, companies, and other groups who want to have a comedian at their event, but don’t want to risk offending anyone, turn to Michael.

When not performing Michael spends time at his home in Gladysdale (a small town in rural Victoria), where he enjoys reading and playing the Harmonica (badly).
 Pot n Kettle  -  Singing with Carl Pannuzzo and Penny Larkins

Carl and Penny are well-known around the festival scene for their singing workshops and participants in their workshops today are sure to have an enjoyable time. There is no age limit at either end of the scale and all you need to bring is your voice and a bottle of water.
‘Carl and Penny, having spent a whole lot of life on separate paths, are now weaving in and out of each other's in a most magical way. Carl's multi-instrumentalist abilities along with his sinfully soulful voice provide the perfect bed for penny's pure tones and exacting story-telling.
They soothe and surprise, inspire and encourage. It's a simply beautiful and beautifully simple thing.  They will be joined in the evening performance by the magic fingers and story-telling of Tristram Larkins promoting his first ep, "Round & Round".’
      Tanya Barnes  - Mask Theatre

Anyone who saw Tanya ‘s work with her TheatreBOX students using the masks last year will love to take part in one of her workshops. She also uses them brilliantly to help in the creation of character in serious drama.

Tanya is an absolute delight to work with and should have some very happy participants. 

Tanya will run one workshop for primary aged children and another for any age above. 
It is a good idea, but not imperative, that the comfy clothing you wear be black, for working with masks.

Mask theatre gives everyone a chance to shine on stage!!  If you’ve ever fancied being on the stage but can’t get over that stage fright feeling, then MASK theatre is for you.  Learn how to make masks come alive with a simple shrug of a shoulder, flick of the hair or tap of a toe.  NO LINE LEARNING and heaps of fun in this hands-on workshop for Mask theatre.  – I have been running Mask workshops for TheatreBOX for the last 8 years and have never stopped enjoying the scenes students create after a short time working with these hand made faces.  In mask theatre, the least confident student is the one that takes centre stage!!  
Ross Housham & Mat Greenaway
Theatre Lighting 101 - Basic Rigging and Operation
These workshops are designed for participation in both. Participants will be very fortunate in being able to work with Ross Housham, assisted by Mat Greenaway, on this essential aspect of any performance. The two workshops are for anyone wishing to learn the basics of rigging and operating lighting for a theatre company. There will be the chance to demonstrate at night what has been learned during the day. Participants need to bring a pencil, paper and ruler.
Ross started lighting while doing opera for his music degree (1981) and ended up teaching for 5 years at the Victorian College of the Arts. His last lighting adventure was to Shanghai with a Sydney Dance troupe for the Shanghai International Arts Festival. 
Mat has been the backbone of Gemco’s lighting for many years now, spending enormous amounts of time in helping to light shows. 
“In the first workshop we will design the lighting for a simple scene, why and where we place the light, what colour, how strong. 
In the 2nd workshop, we will rig, focus and plot and run the scenes designed in the first”.











Casey Rykers – Choreography
Casey is going to run a couple of workshops, possibly three if there are enough people interested. She will work with each group on choreographing a dance and if the participants want to go on and perform at night they will have the opportunity to. Reading her comments below it looks like being lots of fun. Participants will need to bring comfortable dancing shoes with grip and stretchable clothing - no jeans. They will also need to bring water. 
 
 I starting dancing when I was about 8 doing ballet and I did not like it at all. I had no confidence and was very shy. It wasn't until I started high school that a friend recommended I join her jazz/tap school. So I did. I stayed there for about 6 years and started teaching there also. 
When I finished high school I wanted to get some more dancing experience so I tried hip hop at a Latin/ballroom dance school. I was then convinced to try Latin/ballroom as well, and absolutely loved it. So for the past 2+ years I've been learning lots of new styles of dancing and meeting heaps of people along the way. There is just too much to learn in this sport and not enough time and money in my case. I do what iIcan and enjoy every minute of it. 
What I want to achieve from the workshops is for my students to have fun and enjoy learning a routine choreographed by me. 
I want my students to feel like they've gained confidence by expressing their interpretation of dance. 
I will get my students interacting with one another and just giving everything a go.
       Josh Mitchell & Adam – Acrobalance

The acrobalance workshops will be quite strenuous and participants need to be in clothes which enable freedom of movement. This will be a great workshop for fit people of any age – possibly 12 years and up.
Josh and Adam will also be doing one of their routines during the performance at night. 
 

Acro-balance workshop with Melbourne Physical Theatre company- The Lost Rung.
The Lost Rung have been creating and working for three years, appearing in both Melbourne and Adelaide fringe festivals with their own brand of comical slapstick physical theatre.  Adam and Josh are both trained in Dance, Drama and Circus Acro-balance.  In this workshop they will be focusing on the basics of counter-balance and Acro-balance, teaching the class several different balances and a simple routine.  


                   Michelle Drinnan – Face Painting  

If you have ever wanted to learn how to face paint this workshop will be fun.  There are many times when character face-painting needs to be done for productions such as our recent performances of The Wind in the Willows and Michelle will be able to introduce you to the joys of doing some of this face painting yourself.  
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Workshop Presentations

                   Workshop Timetable and Booking Form      

Cost of workshops is $10 for one and an additional $5 for each extra workshop, payable with this booking.

All workshop participants gain free admission to the Gala Performance, featuring presenters and others, at 7.30.
I would like to enrol in the following workshop/s – circle your choices.  

1pm

SINGING
STAND-UP COMEDY
   ACROBALANCE

 ALL AGES          SECONDARY STUDENTS            YEAR SIX AND OLDER
2pm

LIGHTING
         MASKS 

CHOREOGRAPHY

  PART ONE

PRIMARY


OPEN AGE


3pm

SINGING
STAND-UP COMEDY
   ACROBALANCE
 ALL AGES             18YEARS PLUS

     YEAR SIX AND OLDER




  FACE PAINTING

                               


ALL AGES
4pm

LIGHTING 

MASKS

CHOREOGRAPHY

  PART TWO
    SECONDARY TO NINETY  

PRIMARY
7.30pm                    GALA PERFORMANCE 

                   Admission $10 for non-participants in workshops

Name ………………………………………. Contact No……………..
Age                6 to 12  
            13 to 18 
               18 plus

Please return this form with payment to  

                          Gemco Players Community Theatre Inc 

PO Box 480, Emerald, 3782

Alternatively the form may be emailed to margiegemmell22@yahoo.com and payment [clearly identifiable]credited to:- 

         Gemco Players,  Bendigo Bank BSB 633 108   Account No. 116282971
